
The Life of Joseph 

Seeing God in Every Day Life 
Genesis 42:25-43:15 

 

 

Intro: 

 

• Read Genesis 42:25-43:15 

 

Where did we leave off in our story? 

How many of you are familiar with Murphy’s law? “IF ANYTHING CAN GO WRONG, IT WILL.” 

How many prescribe to it? 

• If you wash your car, it will rain 

• If you go to bed early, the phone will ring 

• If you drop a piece of bread spread with peanut butter, it will fall face down 

• If you take your car to a mechanic, it will run great 

• If you have a technician look at your PC, your problem won’t re-occur 

• The other line always moves faster 

 

We also prescribe to this as Christians don’t we 

If things are going well, something will go wrong 

If I keep experiencing blessings, God will have to turn the coin 

If I’m happy and content, God will change all that 

 

We have spent considerable time in this study on Joseph actually studying his dad Jacob 

His complacency in relationships and pacifism 

His favoritism one over another between his kids and its affect 

 

And now, I would like to take another week closely examining him again to again attain insights into our own lives 

Let’s look at the passage we are on, at Jacob, and see what God might have for us 

Like Jacob, we develop tendencies in life, sometimes not so hot ones 

Jacob walked with the knowledge of God in his life for over 100 years 

And yet he still had these tendencies 

Let’s study the passage together and see what happens, and as usual I will attempt to draw some thoughts at the end 

 

 

Read Genesis 42:25-34.  What does Joseph do?  Why?  Who is the money going to ultimately?  Does this explain 

anything about Joseph’s possible motives?  How many brothers find the money initially?  What is the reaction?  Why?  

What specifically do you see different in these brothers?  What is unique about the brothers now?  What do you see 

them exhibiting?  Why? 

 

Read Genesis 42:35-36.  How many brothers find money now?  Now what is their reaction?  Why?  Who is Jacob?  

What is his place in history?  More specifically, what is his place in his family?  What is his immediate gut reaction to 

finding the money?  I thought Jacob just got all his money and food…how is everything against him?  How does Jacob 

view his circumstances?  What does he assume about Simeon?  Why? 

 

Blame, self-centered and consumed, angry and bitter,  

Hebrew word for frightened or dismayed is same as used for Adam when he sinned and was hiding and was AFRAID 

 

Read Genesis 42:37.  Is this typical of Rueben?  What is going on here?  What is Rueben really offering?  Read Genesis 

43:1-5, 8-10.  Who is Judah?  What do we know about him?  Is this a typical response for him?  By the way, where is 

Simeon while they are chomping down all this food (more than a days worth of food)? 

 

Read Genesis 42:38.  What does Jacob’s decision means?  What does he mean by the statement, “he is the only one 

left”?  Who is he talking to?  How do you think the brother’s felt when they heard this?  Where is God in all this as far 

as Jacob is concerned?  Read Genesis 43:6.  What is Jacob upset with here?  Who is he again? 



 

What was Jacob’s first reaction? How else does he react? 

 

He denied and delayed 

 

Jacob blamed in anger and deceived 

 

But God simply tightened the screws to make the best thing happen 

The famine went on, he ran out of food, and had to do something 

 

Read Genesis 43:11-15.  What is this gift all about?  Is he really acknowledging God here?  What is it laced with?  How 

would you characterize his reaction now? 

 

He moved with tolerance and uncertainty 

His faith is guarded, it is mixed with uncertainty of God’s concern and involvement 

 

It is really easy to read this story, know the ending, and judge Jacob for his reactions isn’t it 

Think of your last problem, or unforeseen circumstance…how did you react? 

When an unplanned thing happens to you, what is your first reaction? How about your second and third reactions? 

 

We develop tendencies as Christians 

 

Tendencies: 

 

1. We tend to view life horizontally rather than vertically 

 

Our natural inclination is NOT to see God in our every day circumstances 

 

2. Circumstances are normally just that, circumstances 

 

They are not, “Wow, I wonder if that was God.” 

Or is God somehow involved in this? 

Brian getting call from Kaiser day we moved 

 

 

3. We react negatively to change 

 

We read bummers, not I wonder what He will do now 

And change is viewed as something that doesn’t fit, wasn’t expected or planned for, and thus not welcome 

 

Lin and car 

Getting Rick as boss – obstacle to my career (Finally told him God held me in the palm of His hand) 

 


